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, Urban League launches citizen hotline  
 
By Meliqueica Mea~ows 
Of the St.. Louis American  

 
The Urban, League of Metropolitan 

St. Louis, the, National Urban League   
,and the Homeownership Preservation 
Foundation (HPF) recently announced ' the 
launch of the Foreclosure' 'Prevention and 
Education P.rogram~ Though their 
partnership, the three organizations will 
work to reduce and, prevent home 
foreclosures in African- , American 
communities.   

"Forec1osureis a growing problem in 
St. Louis and is threatening ' the stabilitY 
of families, communities and needs to be 
addressed," Urban League of 
Metropolitan St. Louis President Jim 
Buford said.  

St. Louis is one of three pilot pro-  

 
grams for which, the H~F is providing up 
to $1.2 million to the National Urban 
League over three years. The other cities 
participating in the pilot program,,' 
Houston and Philadelphia, also have high 
and rising foreclosure rates among ,  
minorities.  ,   
, Buford said that in, 2004 African 
American homeownership was up 50, 
percent. The "econoiny was on an', uptick, 
arid many African ,Amencans took 
advantage of subprime loans," he said. ' I ",   

'The economy has since turned, and 
those subprime 'loan iinterestt rates have 
spiked so many African Americans find 
'themselves unable to catch up.'" ,  

"One milion families will foreclose, '  
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Sharon Sijyles , 
Belton, 10rme~ 
mayorbf 
Minneapo!is, 
Minnesota and  

" board chair  
" of the Home-

ownership 
Presevation 
Foundation, 
an'nouncing the 
launch of the 
Foreclosure, ' 
Prevention and 
'Education 
Prog"'a~, At ' 
left is President 

 'of Urban  '   
,~eague 

Metropolitan 
St. Lpuis .'  

. James Buford.  
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